The special teaching which is being done by the writer aims to discover why children do not get on in school. It endeavors to stimulate them to succeed, and especially to help the defective and deficient.
Often the pupil continues in school but is tutored out of hours to keep him up with his classes. This is frequently done at the recommendation of the teacher, who is not supposed to do tutoring in addition to her regular school work. In such cases the teacher sends a written statement of what the child lacks, what sort of work he is doing in school, and what he is expected to cover in that term's work. At first she sends a daily statement of lessons but after the first week it usually fails to be sent. It would be difficult to determine whether she loses interest, or thinks the special teacher can run alone on her own responsibility, or whether she considers the teaching amounts to so little it is a waste of her time to send statements. At all events she accepts the word of the special teacher at the end of the term that all the ground has been covered which she designated. and we infer that the pupil showed improvement in his school work.
Sometimes the special teacher has the entire training of the child when he is unfit to be with normal children in school. Yet one can get excellent results from a reader absolutely unillustrated?it is far better than one with pictures that do not tally with the reading matter, for children are quick to detect these incongruities.
Standing before the book-shelves in our public libraries, we see the multitude of books upon child life and training, upon methods, upon every phase of the child problem, realise, too, the vastness of the subject. And yet, it may be questioned whether we are going to make, with all our investigations and our methods and devices in general, better men and women than those who absorbed education in the primitive "little red school-house," or the log cabin of the decade before. Some one has said,?"Discipline of mind and character is the first object, all else is secondary to character building."
One thing we may strive to do, assisted by the physicians, to deal wisely with the backward, the defective, the wayward; through a knowledge of his physical and mental misfortunes train him as far as possible to cease to be a burden to the community and to find some joy for himself in life.
